STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

In accordance with IC 5-3-1 and IC 36-9-27-40,a meeting to discuss the Long Term Plan for Clay County Regulated Drains, as well as assessment increases to the Regulated Drains which serve Clay County was opened by Drainage Board President David Schroer on March 8, 2010, at 9:00 a.m.

Those in attendance were Drainage Board members David Schroer, Jack Withers, Jack Knust, Charlie Brown, and Paul Sinders.  Also attending the meeting were County Surveyor John Keller, and Attorney Eric Somheil.  Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh made the following record to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF CAMPBELL DITCH

County Surveyor John Keller reviewed the proposed long term plan for Campbell Ditch as follows:
Campbell Ditch currently collects $ 452.27 annually and the estimated amount to spray this ditch in order to keep the ditch in its current condition (no new tree growth, etc) is $675.00. In my opinion the assessment on this ditch should be raised 447% so that an annual assessment of $ 2025.00 is collected. Of this amount I would like to see (if possible) 30% of this amount diverted to the General Drained Fund until such time the general drainage fund is stable for all ditches to borrow against for extreme repairs.

Public comments were then heard by the Board.  Affected property owners express their concerns over the County maintenance of the ditch in prior years.  They also shared that the cutting of brush and mowing is presently being done by the landowners.  Their feeling was that the proposed costs were higher than necessary to maintain the ditch.  The landowners also expressed concern over a portion of the assessment going into General Drain Improvement, and were not happy with that proposal.
President David Schroer informed the landowners that the Board did plan to improve maintenance of the ditches in the future, and advised them that they were welcome to return to hear the final order at 1:30 p.m., and that copies of the order would be available in the Surveyor’s Office.
IN THE MATTER OF KILLION DITCH

County Surveyor John Keller reviewed the proposed long term plan for Killion Ditch as follows:

Killion Ditch currently collects an annual assessment of $ 780.55 and the estimated amount to spray this ditch in order to keep the ditch in its current condition (no new tree growth, etc) is $1050.00. In my opinion the assessment on this ditch should be raised 404% so that an annual assessment of $ 3150.00 is collected. Of this amount I would like to see (if possible) 30% of this amount diverted to the General Drained Fund until such time the general drainage fund is stable for all ditches to borrow against for extreme repairs.
Public comments were then heard by the Board.  Affected property owners expressed their concerns over previous work done on the ditch, and questioned work done, which did not directly pertain to the ditch.  Property owner Ken Killion that he has personally cleaned the ditch for eight years, and a proposed increase of 404% is to much, and all affected property owners agreed that none of the assessment should be dedicated to the General Drain Improvement Fund.  

Mr. Thomas and other property owners suggested that the ditch be returned to the property owners to maintain on their own.

President David Schroer informed the landowners that they were welcome to return to hear the final order at 1:30 p.m., and that copies of the order would be available in the Surveyor’s Office.

IN THE MATTER OF MARY PORTTEUS BROWN DITCH

County Surveyor John Keller reviewed the proposed long term plan for Mary Portteus Brown Ditch as follows:

Mary Portteus Brown Ditch currently collects an annual assessment of $ 587.63 and the estimated amount to spray one bank this ditch in order to keep the ditch in its current condition (no new tree growth, etc) is $ 990.00. Estimates to clear the banks and correct drainage issues are in the area of $30,000 - $50,000. . In my opinion the assessment on this ditch should be raised 505% so that an annual assessment of $ 2970.00 is collected. Of this amount I would like to see (if possible) 30% of this amount diverted to the General Drained Fund until such time the general drainage fund is stable for all ditches to borrow against for extreme (or major) repairs. This ditch will benefit from the growing of the General Drainage Fund sooner than any other County Ditch.

Public comments were then heard by the Board.  Affected property owner, Bill Sisson stated that he had no problem with accumulating money to address critical needs of all ditches.
Paul Sinders shared that there of approximately $75,000.00 available through the Lily Foundation to clear log jams and trees from the MPB Ditch.  The cost to reconstruct this ditch, however, will exceed that amount.

President David Schroer informed the landowners that they were welcome to return to hear the final order at 1:30 p.m., and that copies of the order would be available in the Surveyor’s Office.

IN THE MATTER OF RIDDELL DITCH
County Surveyor John Keller reviewed the proposed long term plan for Riddell Ditch as follows:

Riddell Ditch currently collects an annual assessment of $662.78 and the estimated amount to spray this ditch in order to keep the ditch in its current condition (no new tree growth, etc) is $ 924.00. In my opinion the assessment on this ditch should be raised 418% so that an annual assessment of $ 2772.00 is collected. Of this amount I would like to see (if possible) 30% of this amount diverted to the General Drained Fund until such time the general drainage fund is stable for all ditches to borrow against for extreme repairs

Public comments were then heard by the Board.  Affected landowners expressed their concern that the cost estimates to spray the ditch were much too high.  Landowner Jack Long felt that the proposed increase was much too high, and they were looking into joining with the Lafferty Ditch Association, or forming their own association.

President David Schroer informed the landowners that they were welcome to return to hear the final order at 1:30 p.m., and that copies of the order would be available in the Surveyor’s Office.

IN THE MATTER OF HEINE DITCH

County Surveyor John Keller reviewed the proposed long term plan for Heine Ditch as follows:

Heine Ditch collects nearly $ 2500 annually currently and the estimated amount to spray this ditch in order to keep the ditch in its current condition (no new tree growth, etc) is $831.00. In my opinion this ditch needs no new assessment at all. The only change I would like to see would be that I would like to restructure the assessment funding (if possible) and send 30% of the annual assessment to the General Drainage Fund until such time the general drainage fund is stable for all ditches to borrow against for extreme repairs.

Public comments were then heard by the Board.  Three affected landowners have submitted letters to Surveyor John Keller opposing the increase in assessment.  Landowner Mark Barnhart, Don Loehr, and Mr. Seymour appeared before the Board to inform them that they were not interested in funding reconstruction of other ditches through the General Drain Improvement Fund.  The affected landowners have been taking care of the maintenance of the Heine Ditch, and were willing to continue to do so.

President David Schroer informed the landowners that they were welcome to return to hear the final order at 1:30 p.m., and that copies of the order would be available in the Surveyor’s Office.

IN THE MATTER OF FINAL ORDERS

Paul Sinders made a motion to remove the 30% proposal for General Drain Improvement from all ditches.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown, and carried 5 ayes.

Charlie Brown made a motion to leave the assessment on the Campbell Ditch as is pending further evaluation of expense to maintain.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers, motion carried 5 ayes.

Charlie Brown made a motion not to increase the assessment on Killion Ditch.  Motion seconded by Jack Withers.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

Paul Sinders made a motion to increase the assessment on the Mary Portteus Brown ditch by 300%, for a total of $1,763.00 annually.  Motion seconded by Charlie Brown.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

Charlie Brown made a motion to increase the assessment on the Riddell Ditch by 250%, for a total of $1,657.00 annually.  Motion seconded by Paul Sinders.  Motion carried 5 ayes.

No action was taken on the Heine Ditch, so the assessment remains the same.

The Commissioners signed orders for each ditch, which are on file in the County Suveyor’s Office.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charlie Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jack Knust. Motion carried 5 ayes
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